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Right-of-Way Permit $500.00 
Initial Site Permit (undeveloped lot) $300.00 
Variance $400.00 
Interim Use Permit $400.00 
Conditional Use Permit $400.00 
Construction Permit - Accessory Structure $150.00 
Certificate of Compliance $150.00 
Driveway Approach Permit $100.00 
911 Sign & Post (installed) $100.00 
Establishing or Vacating a Road $500.00 

 
 
 
Zoning Fees 
Zoning fees received attention in the legislature in 2001, 2003, and 2004. Towns are allowed to prescribe 
fees for those seeking zoning approvals; however, those fees “must be fair, reasonable, and proportionate 
and have a nexus to the actual cost of service for which the fee is imposed.” Minn. Stat. § 462.353, subd. 
4(a). A town annually collecting zoning fees in excess of $5,000 must set fees by ordinance, either within 
the zoning ordinance or as part of a separate fee schedule adopted by ordinance. Towns collecting less 
than $5,000 in zoning fees may adopt their fee schedule by resolution instead of an ordinance, but in either 
case notice of the intent to adopt or amend a fee schedule must be published for at least ten days. Minn. 
Stat. § 462.353, subd. 4a. 
As a result of growing concerns by builder groups and others complaining the fees they pay are being 
siphoned off for non-zoning purposes, the legislature now requires zoning authorities to “adopt 
management and accounting procedures to ensure that fees are maintained and used only for the purpose 
for which they are collected. Upon request, a municipality must explain the basis of its fees.” Minn. Stat. § 

462.353, subd. 4(b). In most cases towns are not the focus of this concern. Nevertheless, towns are 
subject to this requirement since the term “municipality” as used in the chapter refers to both cities and 
towns. 
Another product of the concern over fees was the creation of an appeals process to challenge the amount 
of the fee related to a specific application. An applicant now as has up to 60 days after the approval of an 
application to appeal the amount of the fee. Minn. Stat. § 462.353, subd. 4(d). The applicant must deposit 
the fee amount in escrow, but is allowed to proceed with the project as though the fee was paid. A town is 
prohibited from conditioning approval of a development on an agreement to waive the right to appeal the 
fee. 

 


